
Question: 



What is the true background to why origin of Tashahhad in Salah, and what is the 
authenticity of it having originated during a conversation during Mi raj between 
Allah % the Prophet % and Jibrll ml 

Answer: 

The story to which is referred in the question is the following: 
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"It has been narrated that when he H was raised above [for the Mi'raj], he praised Allah Most 
High with these words [i.e. al-Tahiyyat], whereupon Allah Most High remarked: 'Peace be upon 
you, 0 Prophet, and Allah 's Mercy and His Blessings. ' He [i.e. the Prophet] m responded: 'Peace 
be upon us and Allah 's righteous servants. ' Thereafter, Jibrll said: T testify that there is no deity 
but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.'" 1 ^ 

Although this story has been written by a few scholars and is still told by many in 
public lectures, it holds no academic basis in Shan ah. This is for three reasons: 

1) There is no chain of transmission recorded for the incident - neither 
authentic nor weak. 

2) The hadxth of Mi'raj has been authentically narrated with overwhelming 
details, and in no narration is the above incident related. 

3) The origin of Tashahhud has explicitly been mentioned in authentic 
narrations. 

One ought to not be deceived by names of great scholars when the story is circulated 
on social media or related in a lecture. Although the likes of Ibn al-Malak (ibn 
Firishtah), All al-Qari and others have written it, and later scholars like Mawlana 
Yusuf al-LudhyanwT al-ShahTd * went to the extent of using it as his argument 



Marqat al-Mafatih under hadith (909). 




(hujjah) in a certain controversial discussion,' 2 ' none have provided a chain of 
transmission in their works. 

Imam Anwar Shah al-KashmTri a, in his al-'Arf al-Shadhi, made an interesting 
speculation: the incident has only been mentioned by some HanafT scholars, none of 
whom have cited a chain. He mentions: 
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"And some Hanafis mentioned..." then quoted the report; he continues: "However, I did 
not find a chain to this narration, and [imam al-Suhayli . ] mentioned it in al-Rawd al-Unuf. " w 

Secondly, the details of Mi'raj are recorded in numerous authentic narrations of a very 
lengthy hadith, which would take up several pages should it be typed in a 
contemporary style. These narrations entail nuanced intricacies with regard to 
exactly what happened in the Night Journey and illustrate quite a picture. However, 
two things are not mentioned therein: the date of its occurrence and the incident in 
question. The narrations can be read in the Sahihayn and other works of Hadith. {4) 

Also, the Tashahhud itself has been authentically narrated in the books of Hadith. The 
great companion, 'Abdullah ibn Mas ud #, is on record as saying: 
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"When we used to pray behind the Prophet M, we used to say: 'Peace be upon Jibnl and Mikail; 
peace be upon so-and-so.' Allah's Messenger M looked towards us and said: 



(2) Ikhtilaf-e-Ummat Awr Sirat-e-Mustaqim (Urdu) [Maktabah Ludhyanwiyyah edition, 2009], p. 61. Also 
in English: Differences in the Umat [Zam Zam Publishers, 2003], p. 57. Note: The book is titled with this 
spelling; it is not a typographical error from our part. 

(3) Al-'Arf al-Shadhi under hadith (289). 

(4) Al-Bukharf (3207) and Muslim (162). 



"Indeed, Allah is the Peace. Whenever one of you prays, let him say: 'All verbal, physical and 
monetary deeds are for Allah. Peace be upon you, 0 Prophet, and Allah's Mercy and His 
Blessings. Peace be upon us and Allah's righteous servants.' When you say this, it will reach 
every righteous servant of Allah. [Then, continue:] T testify that there is no deity but Allah, and 
that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.'"® 

To conclude, the dialogue in question must not be quoted in lectures, nor written in 
books or articles, nor circulated on social media. If one quotes it in order to critique 
and/ or expose the matter, this is an exception to the rule. Since there is no basis to 
this story, one must exercise full precaution. The Prophet M is on record as saying: 

"Whosoever relays a hadith from me, thinking it to be false, then he is one of the liars."® 
The Prophet M has also cursed those who fabricate lies upon him: 



"Whosoever deliberately lies upon me, let him reserve his seat in the Fire." { 



Instead, one ought to strictly adhere to the guidelines to which Allah S draws the 
readers' attention in the Qur'an: 




"Oyou who believe, if a sinner brings some news to you, then verify it; lestyou unknowingly 
convey (it) to some people, thereby regretting what you have done." {B) 



Answered by Shahin-ur Rahman, Northampton, UK. 

Monday 5 th Ramadan 1436 AH / 22 nd June 2015 CE 

Checked and approved by Shaykh Dr. Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed, London, UK. 



(5) Al-Bukhari (3207) and Muslim (162). 

(6) Muslim in the Preface to his Sahih [l], al-Tirmidhi: (2662) and Ibn Majah: (41). 

Note: This hadith has not numbered by Shaykh Dr. Muhammad Fu'ad 'Abd al-Baql & in Sahih Muslim. 

(7) Al-Bukhari (110), Muslim in Preface [4] (3) and al-Tirmidhi(2659). 

(8) [Al-Hujurat: 49/6]. 



